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“We are hoping that: If you enter here as a 
tourist, you would exit as a pilgrim.
If you enter here as a pilgrim, you would exit 
as a holier one.”

-Placard in the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem

An Invitation to the Stewardship Campaign

 As many of you know, Mother Brown and I recently traveled to Israel, 
Palestine, and Jordan with a group from our parish. Throughout that trip we were 
urged by our guide Peter to see ourselves as pilgrims — strangers in a foreign 
land, bound together on a spiritual journey — rather than as tourists. Seeing 
ourselves as pilgrims allowed us to go deeper and embrace the challenges of 
living out our faith. We focused on Jesus’ Way of Love, which is the way of life. 
Instead of worrying about getting the best selfie, or the right souvenir, we were 
transformed by the experience of that journey and of being together. 

 The truth is that the Christian life is a pilgrimage for all of us, regardless of 
physical travel. Jesus’ call to Peter, “Follow me”, set the stage for what it means 
to be a Christian. We are all travelers along the Way of Love, the Way of Jesus. 
The Church’s responsibility is to help us all travel that way as pilgrims, rather than 
as tourists; to encourage depth and transformation through worship, education, 
participation and service. To be a pilgrim is to risk giving our hearts to God.

 At this time of year we talk more specifically about Stewardship as part of 
our pilgrimage. We do this because the church can not do its work without your 
support — 75% of our operating income comes from your pledges. We also focus 
on stewardship because it reminds that everything we have is a gift from God, and 
that returning a meaningful portion to God’s purposes helps keep us on the Way. 
In Matthew 6:21, shortly after teaching them the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus reminds his 
disciples, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

 You will find in this booklet a narrative summary of our life together, along 
with some aspirations. I hope that after reading this, and praying about Christ and 
Christ Church’s place in your life, you will be inspired by these possibilities and 
respond by committing your time, talent, and treasure to the Way of Love as it is 
embraced by our parish family.

The Rev. Michael A. Bird, Rector



WORSHIP
Joyful, humorous, uplifting, alive, beautiful, nourishing, healing, thought-provoking - 
these are the words that first come to people’s minds when asked about worship at 
Christ Church. Worship is the heart of our parish life. We blend tradition and innovation, 
warmth and reverence. It is the glue that holds us together and the living reminder 
that unity of purpose in heart and mind and spirit is possible in this divided world. By 
the power of the Holy Spirit we are made one body, the body of Christ sent forth to live 
the Way of Love. Whether gathered as hundreds on Sunday morning or for the more 
contemplative moments of evensong or Taizé prayers on Sunday evenings, worship 
at Christ Church always has at its center the heartbeat of God’s love, justice, and 
compassion.

“Sunday services have 

become a time and place 

where I’m still, where I can 

focus and get clarity. My 

journey to Christ Church 

began on behalf of my 

son but has turned into 

something more for me, 

returning to a regular 

practice of adding 

service as part of 

my own faith journey.” 

-Desireé Francis, Vestry Member

Goals
- Increase weekly attendance at worship by 10%
- Initiate a new contemplative prayer service during the week
- Invite influential preachers from across the Church to share their faith 



CHILDREN
They’re back! The joyous sound of our youngest parishioners returning to their families 
with smiles on their faces and projects in hand after Sunday School reminds us how 
the Christ Church family models the Way of Love for them. When a curious child 
happens to ask their teacher “Was Jesus a zombie?” (true story) after learning about 
the Resurrection, it’s a relief to know that our children are being taught by patient, 
caring volunteers who welcome their questions and can answer them in a loving, 
knowledgeable way. Sometimes getting the kids out the door and to church may seem 
overwhelming, but no one regrets making this practice a priority. The reminder to our 
whole family to “Walk In Love as Christ Loves Us” is an amazingly hopeful way to start 
the week.

“Whenever we arrive at CCB, 
Cece knows she is entering 

a space filled with her 
church family — not just in 
the nursery, but her friends 
in the congregation, clergy 

and staff, pals at coffee hour, 
and teachers and peers at 

ECF where she is enrolled in 
Together Time...Children are 
a very important part of the 

tapestry of Christ Church” 
-Melanie Wadkins, 

Vestry Member and Cece’s Mom

Goals
- Encourage more consistent Sunday School attendance
- Create a Bible-themed play/musical for our children in addition to the Christmas 

Pageant
- Provide more events for families to socialize and serve together



YOUTH
Monday nights in Taylor Hall are abuzz with teens from 16 different high schools attending 
CCB’s Episcopal Youth Community, a program that encourages them to integrate their 
faith with their daily lives and model a community of love. Our full time Youth Minister’s 
sole purpose is to support our teens - hosting them for dinner, attending their plays and 
games, or leading community service. EYC grads return to volunteer their time to the 
program that was a meaningful part of their life. In 2019, CCB will send a record number 
of teens on its annual pilgrimage to the monastery in Taizé, France where they can unplug 
and spend time in prayer, reflection, reconciliation, and personal growth. The summer of 
2019 will find our EYC in Puerto Rico, on a combined mission trip with the Diocese and 
YAA. Confirmation for our 7th and 8th graders is taught by Father Bird and Mother Brown 
so our youngest teens can learn from and bond with our clergy. Confirmands also serve 
at Sunday worship, help in Sunday School, serve the homeless through cooking for soup 
kitchens and Breakfast Runs.

“[At CCB] you get to 

slow things down a bit 

and breathe. There’s 

more that I know I can 

do, and so I take the 

energy and love that 

I feel here and I try to 

share that feeling 

with others.”
-Errol Thomas, EYC and YAA Member

Goals
- Bring in guest speakers who share their faith and inspire this generation
- Make our mission trips and pilgrimages more accessible by providing more scholarships
- Continue to partner with local non-profits, through workshops and regular service projects
- Build relationships with other parish youth programs



ADULTS
The Men’s Group at Christ Church is just one source of community and camaraderie. 
It is a welcome opportunity to serve CCB and raise much needed funds for charity. The 
Harvest Dinner organized by its members not only provided a delicious meal and a 
fun evening at Church, it also raised $10,000 for the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem. 
The engagement of the congregation in these events is inspiring. On Sundays at each 
Short Series, the intellectual and spiritual hunger of our adult community, the desire to 
make a difference and to pitch in - speaks so strongly of the love present at CCB. Our 
Christ Church adult groups - LGBTQ and friends, the Women’s Fellowship, the Women’s 
Spirituality Group, the 20s/30s group and others - provide unique opportunities to be 
vulnerable, support one another, have fun and give us all the chance to be surrounded by 
others who want to walk the Way of Love.

“As we journey 
through our doubts, 

injuries, and fears, 
Christ Church gives 

us the opportunity to 
deepen the process 
of journey so that it 

matters more and
 is profound. The 

steps are here.”
-Peter Johnson, Vestry Member

Goals
- Increase number of Guest Speakers in theology and the practice of faith
- Host dinners and social events that bring us together across generations
- Continue to engage topics that challenge us - racism, equality, social justice
- Increase overall participation



MUSIC
There’s a moment every Sunday when the choir moves to the back of the church and 
sings a cappella while the congregation receives communion. Their beautiful singing 
and the meaning they put behind the words seem to carry us to the altar. It is just one 
small example of the gift of music that we experience on a weekly basis at Christ Church. 
We have all heard it said that music is like praying - but twice - and that is certainly 
the sense here. The full and joyful use of the organ to support our hymn singing, the 
anthems representing holy texts and tunes from the 15th century to the 21st century, 
the service music that was composed just for us surrounds us with the powerful love of 
God as we journey together. And then there are those surprising days with jazz mass, or 
bluegrass mass, or rock bands and brass and tympani!

“Christ Church’s music 

program has allowed me 

to combine both service 

and joy, a spiritual give and 

take...When I imagine [a 

pilgrimage], it looks a lot like 

a choir: people connecting to 

one another and to God by 

creating something 

no one person 

could achieve alone.” 

-Amy Laburda, Choir Member

Goals
- Purchase additional sheet music - 10 new pieces
- Maintain the position of Assistant Organist
- Invite additional special musicians to expand our musical experiences
- Create a choral scholars program
- Increase the number of volunteer choir members



OUTREACH
We work very hard at CCB to embrace God’s call to reach out and help others whenever and 
however we are able. Starting with our youngest children we are regularly reminded that the 
world needs our love and support - that Jesus showed us how to love our neighbors and 
care for them. And we take action. We walk the Way of Love by supporting local, national, 
and international efforts to meet human needs of all kinds. That support comes in the form 
of financial donations, physical labor, leadership, shared skills, educational opportunities, 
and building relationships. It is inspiring to see blankets arrive for Project Linus, or watch 
our Confirmation classes, EYC, and adult volunteers cook and serve at Hope Soup Kitchen. 
Members of our parish family gather regularly to participate in Midnight Runs - reminding 
the homeless population of NYC that they are loved and that they matter. We’ve raised 
thousands of dollars in donations to benefit Covenant House and its students that are now 
in college. We provide Christmas gifts through WestHab. We launched a water purification 
program in Cuba that has impacted thousands. And we are always looking to do more.

“Project Linus has become 
more meaningful to people 

in the parish in a way that 
I never expected. It’s gone 

beyond outreach. It’s become 
a symbol for people. Symbols 

are important because they 
point to a truth that’s beyond 

itself, to another truth. The 
truth is people have a desire, 
a longing to be connected, to 
feel that what they do matters, 

and that their life has 
some purpose.” 

-Jody Maier, Project Linus Leader

Goals
- Increase opportunities for partnerships/relationships with various organizations
- Collaborate with neighboring parishes on larger mission projects 
- Grow our connection with the Episcopal Dioceses of Jerusalem, Puerto Rico, and Cuba



BUILDINGS
No matter where you turn, our buildings are filled every day and well into the evening. 
One hundred preschoolers of Eliza Corwin Frost storm the gates every morning excited 
to learn, play, and experience the loving care of their teachers. You can find them doing 
Yoga in the Crispell Lounge, riding their bikes in Taylor Hall, cooking in the kitchen. 
They’re everywhere: laughing, smiling, learning! In the afternoons our Young at Arts 
students arrive from different schools and towns, eager to build unity through music 
and the performing arts. From raucous rock bands in Taylor Hall to beautiful a cappella 
singing in the Undercroft, from dance and movement to acting and community 
building, every nook and cranny of our space is alive and humming. Of course 
there’s also the Christ Church Choir, Handbells, and many other small groups and 
neighborhood organizations who meet here. We’re trying to give Grand Central Station a 
run for its money! So many journeys begin and are sustained and nourished here.

“Every day we see all ages 
and all walks of life come 

through the CCB doors and 
get the same thing: 

a space to grow and a place 
to belong. Our married life 

began here, and our business. 
We are delighted to call this 

place home — not simply 
because of the facilities, but 

because of this wonderful 
community.” 

-Brittany Vellucci and Michael Ridd, 

Owners of Sweethearth Bakeshop

Goals
- Imagine expanded use of the facilities for mission and community building
- Continue to upgrade/update our control systems and maintenance schedules
- Gather parish volunteers for chair repairs and gardening around the campus



SHARE YOUR STORY
What does being a pilgrim mean to you? How do the ministries and 
groups of Christ Church Bronxville nourish you along your spiritual 
journey? To which CCB ministries and groups do you pledge your 
time in 2019?

Visit www.ccbny.org/stewardship to share your story with us! You 
will have the chance to be featured on our website and at a church 
service.

“It’s God’s grace, it’s God’s love working through my hands for someone 
else. It’s being God in the world, but it’s also being present.
That’s the difference between a pilgrim and a tourist. A tourist is there 
to get: ‘Let me get this picture standing in front of the Leaning Tower of 
Pisa pretending i’m holding it up!’ That’s a tourist. A pilgrim goes to a site 
and says where is God here? How is that meaningful for my life? We’re 
pilgrims because we realize that God created the world out of the essence 
of himself and we are just pilgrims in his world.”

 -Jody Maier



2019 BUDGETDear Fellow Parishioners - 

Our idea for this booklet was to provide a simple collection of moments that 
highlight the ever-expanding story of our church -- a story that shifts and changes 
with every new face that joins us in worship, in our programs, and on our pilgrimage 
together.

We hope that your experiences at Christ Church make you proud to be a member 
of CCB. We also hope that they encourage you to walk the Way of Love and fully 
participate in the community we share in God’s name.

We thank you for your past support of the parish and pray that the importance of 
CCB in your life inspires you to give until it feels good. A meaningful increase in 
each family’s pledge and an increase in the number of pledging families will have a 
tremendous impact collectively.

To this end, a member of the CCB Stewardship committee will be reaching out to 
you in the coming weeks to:

- answer your questions about CCB’s activities and budget;

- ask for your thoughts on current and new priorities for CCB; and

- encourage you to more fully participate in CCB’s ministries.

We are grateful for your continued commitment to CCB’s ministries and look forward 
to speaking with you about our journey together as pilgrims on the Way of Love.

Faithfully,

Jennifer Redman
Owen Thomas

Pledges and Donations - 75% ($952,843)

Rental Income - 13% ($167,200)

Shared Expenses (CCB/ECF/YAA) - 10% ($131,290)

Investments - 1% ($17,000)

Other - 1% ($4,000)

Where Our 
Money 

Comes From

Children - 9% ($116,762)

Outreach - 10% ($128,748)

Adults - 9% ($118,142)

Buildings - 20% ($257,369)

Worship - 12%($148,134)

Youth - 12% ($147,256)

Music - 16% ($207,722)

Total Expenses: $1,272,333

Where Our 
Money Goes

Total Income: $1,272,333

Other* - 12% ($148,200)

*“Other” category 
includes property 
and liability 
insurance, 
mortgage, and 
40% Diocesan 
Apportionment 
Share.



HOW TO PLEDGE FAQs
Q: What is a pledge?
A: A pledge is a financial promise. Each year, 
we renew our commitment to one another 
and the ministry of Christ Church with a 
pledge.

Q: Why is my annual pledge important?
A: Annual pledges support everything we 
do at Christ Church—from our outreach 
ministries to our Christian Formation 
program to having outstanding staff. Every 
pledge matters and even a small increase 
in your yearly personal giving is magnified 
dramatically when our entire community gives 
together. 

Q: When do I pay my pledge?
A: You can fulfill your pledge weekly, monthly, 
quarterly, or even annually. Pledges are made 
on a calendar year basis, beginning January 1.

Q: How can I pledge when I don’t know 
what I can afford during the next year?
A: A pledge can be adjusted during the year if 
your circumstances change. We suggest that 
you pledge responsibly, based on your best 
estimate of the year’s income.

Q: Does Christ Church live within its means?
A: Christ Church does live within its means, 
and each year the Vestry adopts a balanced 
budget. Pledging provides the church with 
foresight into the upcoming year of worship 
and programming. Your pledge is critical to 
ensure that we meet our budget. If pledges 
are not received, then adjustments are made, 
affecting programming and operations.

Q: How much should I give with an annual 
pledge?
A: Please consider making a meaningful 
pledge that is both responsible and significant 
based on your financial situation.

Q: Can I give online? 
A: Yes! With Realm, our online database, 
you can set up a pledge and even set up 
automatic payments. Not sure how to use 
Realm? Contact Vincent Preti at 
vpreti@ccbny.org.

Online
1. Visit www.ccbny.org/stewardship

2. Click “Create an Annual Pledge”

3. Log into your Realm profile

4. Click the “Giving” tab on the left side

5. Click “+ Pledge”

6. Select “2019 Pledge” in dropdown and enter amount

7. Click “Save Pledge”

By Mail
Fill out and send us your pledge card by mail or drop it off in the 

offering plate at church.

Any questions about pledging?
Contact Jocelyn at jangelone@ccbny.org.



Christ Church Bronxville
www.ccbny.org/stewardship


